Over the past decades, elder abuse has become a major concern throughout the world. Since the reporting of the first case of "granny bashing" (Burston, 1975) , studies have documented the widespread nature of elder abuse across countries (Bennett & Kingston, 1993; Comijs, Pot, Smit, Bouter, & Jonker, 1998; Kosberg & Garcia, 1995; Ogg & Mumm-Giddings, 1993; Pillemer & Finkelhor, 1988; Pitsiou-Darrough & Spinellis, 1995; Pittaway & Westhues, 1993; Podnieks, 1990; Yan & Tang, 2001) . One of the problems faced by early research on elder abuse was debate about behaviors that constitute elder abuse. Nowadays, a typical breakdown of elder abuse into categories includes physical, psychological, and material/social abuse as well as neglect (Glendenning, 1997; Pillemer & Finkelhor, 1988; Wolf & Pillemer, 1989) . Following the standard definition derived by Pillemer and Finkelhor (1988) , the present study focused on verbal, physical, and social elder abuse.
